Jon Lord, founder member of Deep Purple (founded 1968) and one of the most celebrated Hammond Organ players of the past 40 years has, since leaving the group at the end of 2002, spent his time composing, recording and performing music that spans his two great passions – rock and orchestral music. 
His combining of these two musical genres started with “Concerto for Group and Orchestra” which premiered at the Royal Albert Hall with Deep Purple and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Malcolm Arnold, in 1969. Since then it has been performed around the world more than 100 times, had two live recordings made, and will be recorded in the studio for the first time later this year.
This signature work was followed by “The Gemini Suite” in 1970 (also conducted by Arnold), “Windows” (1974), and then “Sarabande” (1975). Jon also continued to explore his love of contemporary music with the albums "Before I Forget" (1983), “Pictured Within” (1997) and “Beyond The Notes” (2004). 
His departure from Deep Purple meant that he has been able to concentrate more on composition with works like the piano concerto “Boom of the Tingling Strings” (2004), the “Durham Concerto“ - a work for orchestra and soloists which was commissioned by Durham University - (2007) and “To Notice Such Things” - a suite for Solo Flute, Piano and Strings written in memory of his friend Sir John Mortimer (2010). Jon continues to perform his music with orchestras all over the world and with the Jon Lord Blues Project, which teams him up with the following good friends and legendary players:
MILLER ANDERSON – Guitar and vocals (Savoy Brown, Blood Sweat and Tears, T. Rex, and the Spencer Davis Group)
MAGGIE BELL – Vocals (Stone The Crows, Peter Green, Steve Howe and Taj Mahal)
COLIN HODGKINSON – Bass (Alexis Korner, Whitesnake, and Chris Farlowe)
ZOOT MONEY – Keyboards (Alan Price, Bobby Tench and Humble Pie)
PETE YORK –  Drums (Spencer Davis Group. Sonny Boy Williamson and Eric Clapton)
Jon also loves to play live with other musicians and will appear this year with Anna Phoebe (Trans Siberian Orchestra and Roxy Music) Robert Wells, Nigel Kennedy, Ian Anderson and Rick Wakeman.
Apart from preparing for the studio recording of the now definitively edited Concerto For Group and Orchestra, he is also currently working on two new orchestral works, one of which will feature an instrument that is almost synonymous with him - the Hammond organ. Also planned are works for The Henley Festival’s Youth Orchestra project, the completion of orchestration of his cantata "From Darkness to Light" and a new album of contemplative classical leaning songs.
He has recently been honoured by a Fellowship of Stevenson College in Edinburgh and is to be made an Honorary Doctor of Music by his home-town University of Leicester.
